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 THE LINK 

Dear Parents & Carers, 

Welcome to the penultimate week of term as we near 

Easter break! 

I must start with a huge well done to all of the pupils and 

staff who either performed in, supported or produced 

and led the amazing school production of High School 

Musical.  Across all 3 evenings, the audience were    

treated to an exceptional show, entertained with song, 

dance, music and acting performed by our amazingly  

talented pupils.  From lighting and sound to props and 

backstage, staff and pupils worked together to make 

each evening extra special.  Particular thanks go to Mr 

Wise, Head of Creative Arts, Ms Chapman, teacher of 

music and Ms Tapscott, art and design technology      

technician for their tireless work including at evenings 

and weekends.  Thank you! 

For year 9 pupils, next week brings Progress Evening 

where parents/carers and pupils can talk to subject 

teachers about progress made this year and consider 

which subjects might be good choices for Key Stage 4.  

Shortly after this, Mr Bird, Assistant Headteacher will 

send pupils an electronic form so that they can indicate 

their preference for their pathways subjects. 

Meanwhile, year 11 pupils have just 27 school days       

remaining until the start of their GCSE hall based exams.  

For some pupils, they will have other exams even before 

this, such as languages speaking exams.  We are truly at 

the business end of the GCSE period then, so ongoing 

revision, making full use of the revision sessions being 

offered by staff and ensuring that 100% attendance is 

maintained are all hugely important. 

Enjoy the weekend 

John Parr 

Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 

21st March - Year 9 Progress Evening  

25th March - 5th April - Easter Holidays 

Next week will be  

Week A 

Tutor Time Take-away 
This weeks' focus was on Respect. Please do ask your 
child about the topic and get them to explain to you 
what was discussed. 

Trust Parliament  

On Tuesday we held our first ever Trust Parliament. 

Two students from 9 schools within our trust met to 

discuss local and national charities that we will be   

supporting. The day was filled with team building     

activities as well as classroom based activities which 

was a great success.  

Year 7 & 8 Assembly  

Students in Years 7 & 8 

had a visit today from 

the British Transport    

Police to talk about      

safety and dangers on 

the railway. 



KS3 History at Church Stretton School 

KS3 Geography at Church Stretton School 
 

KS3 Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 
at Church Stretton School 
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History at Church Stretton School 
 

Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 
at Church Stretton School 

Geography at Church Stretton School 
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KS3 Design Technology 
at Church Stretton School 
 

KS3 Food Technology at 
Church Stretton School 
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Design Technology at Church 
Stretton School 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
at Church Stretton School 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/design-technology-0
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In the realm of literature, certain voices resonate across the ages, offering timeless insights into the human 
condition. Among these luminaries is William Hazlitt, an essayist whose words continue to captivate and 
inspire readers around the world. 
 
William Hazlitt was born on April 10th, 1778, and at the age of 8 moved to the picturesque town of Wem, 
nestled amidst the rolling hills of Shropshire. From an early age, he displayed a remarkable intellect and a 
voracious appetite for learning. Growing up in a tumultuous period of history marked by political upheaval 
and social change, Hazlitt was deeply influenced by the intellectual currents of his time, shaping his 
worldview and informing his writing. At age 13 he had the satisfaction of seeing his writing appear in print 
for the first time, when the Shrewsbury Chronicle published his letter (July 1791) condemning the riots in 
Birmingham over Joseph Priestley's support for the French Revolution. 
 
As an essayist, Hazlitt was a master of the form, blending keen observation with profound philosophical 
insight. His essays ranged from literary criticism to political commentary, covering a vast array of topics 
with wit, wisdom, and eloquence. Whether dissecting the works of Shakespeare, reflecting on the nature of 
friendship, or championing the cause of liberty, Hazlitt's writing was characterized by its clarity of thought 
and depth of feeling. 
 
One of Hazlitt's most enduring contributions to literature is his collection of essays titled "Table-Talk," 
which offers a rich tapestry of reflections on life, art, and human nature. In these essays, Hazlitt explores 
the complexities of human experience with sensitivity and nuance, inviting readers to ponder timeless 
questions of morality, aesthetics, and the pursuit of truth. 
 
Hazlitt's literary achievements were not without controversy, however, as his outspoken views often 
brought him into conflict with the authorities of his time. His passionate advocacy for political reform and 
his uncompromising criticism of tyranny and oppression made him a target of censorship and persecution. 
Yet, Hazlitt remained steadfast in his commitment to the principles of freedom of expression and the      
pursuit of justice, inspiring generations of writers and thinkers to follow in his footsteps. 
 
As we reflect on the life and work of William Hazlitt, let us celebrate his enduring legacy as a champion of 
the written word and a fearless defender of intellectual freedom. In an age marked by uncertainty and     
upheaval, his essays serve as a beacon of wisdom and insight, guiding us through the complexities of the 
human experience with grace and eloquence. It is for these reasons we have chosen to honour his memory 
by naming one of our teaching groups after him, as we recognise the transformative power of literature to 
illuminate the world around us. 
 



The Revision Revolution 
 
 

As we move towards ‘exam season’ we will be sharing a series of articles to inform you of the importance of       
revision and share with you some of the most effective revision strategies that you and your child can use as they 
prepare for their exams. There is a wealth of information about revision, how to manage exam stress, and the     
exam timetables for all Year groups on our website here. 
 
The Science of Learning 
 
In recent years, there has been lots of research around the science of learning and how we learn and retain         
information.   
 
In summary, what do we know about memory? 
 
• Forgetting is completely natural. Research has 
shown that over time you forget a majority of 
what you’ve learnt, and it happens immediately. 

• Information, if not revisited, is ‘lost’ from our 
memory. 

• Consistent practice and revisiting previous    
material strengthen memory and boosts learning. 

• Our working memory is finite and limited and 
so overloading this or cramming for revision 
doesn’t work. 

 
Essentially, with memory, it’s use it or lose it! 
 
• We know examinations place huge cognitive demands on pupils and require the retrieval of large bodies of 

knowledge from long-term memory. 
 
• But, according to the cognitive psychologist, Dan Willingham, more progress has been made in our             

understanding of cognitive science in the last five years than in the previous two and half thousand years. 
 
•        That means, after lots of research, we now have an evidence-informed understanding of the most effective         
revision strategies. These strategies will strengthen memory and improve retrieval (very helpful in exams). 

 
 
 
 

  
 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision


Mapping 

Mind maps are a visual tool that summarise whole topics, organise knowledge and help 

show the connections between different ideas. 

• Make a mind map of the topic you are studying, from memory. Do not look at your notes for 8-10 minutes. Then, 

add anything you had not remembered in a second colour, using your notes/revision guide/knowledge organisers 

to see what you missed. 

• Start with the topic/theme in the centre of the page and work outwards. Then develop your main idea. Each 

branch must relate to the branch before it. Use only key words and images. Use highlighters and coloured markers 

to colour code branches. Make things stand out on the page so they stand out in your mind. include images you 

can relate to which will help you remember key information. 

 





Careers News 



“Through the wardrobe:  

C. S. Lewis and the hidden secrets of the Narnia stories” 
An illustrated talk by school governor Ben Warren, 

 in aid of “The Friends of Church Stretton library”  

 

 
Date: Tuesday 26 March 2024 

Time: 2.30pm 

Place: United Reform Church Hall (URC)  Church Stretton 

Admission: £5 on the door 

 

The Narnia stories written by C. S. Lewis have been a publishing sensation – over 120 million copies have been sold 
since they were first published in the 1950s. In this talk Ben will explore the factors that led to their creation: the 
people Lewis met, the landscapes he loved, his vast knowledge of literature (including medieval literature) and, 
pervading all the stories, Lewis’s Christian beliefs. In addition, Ben will explore the evidence for an intriguing new 
theory that there is a secret Narnia code – that each one of the seven Narnia books is based on the characteristics 
of one of the seven medieval planets. 

 

The talk will be illustrated throughout - including some of the beautiful original Narnia illustrations by the artist 
Pauline Baynes.  

 

This promises to be a fascinating and entertaining exploration of the background to Lewis’s enchanting imaginary 
world. All welcome. 

 

 








