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 THE LINK 

Dear parents and carers 
 
Welcome to another edition of the link. 
 
It was lovely to see so many parents, carers and pupils at 
the Pathways Evening yesterday. There were lots of      
conversations about the courses that pupils might want 
to study over the next two years and we are pleased that 
so many attended to find out about what is on offer. The 
next step will be the year 9 Progress Evening on the 21st 
March where conversations can take place about          
progress being made in each subject to date. 
 
Next week we look forward to The school production of 
High School Musical which runs for three nights across 
Tuesday to Thursday. I have been privileged to be able to 
see the rehearsals taking place and it promises to be     
another exceptional performance. 
 
The countdown continues as year 11 work towards the 
summer exam series, which are now only 32 school days 
away. Mr Elkins, Head of Year 11 spoke with pupils this 
week to inform them of the reward system for attending 
revision sessions, linked to the school prom. 
 
Finally well done to year 8 pupils who have been                   
excellent in their approach to their exams this week. Well 
done! 
 
 
Best wishes for the weekend. 
 
 
John Parr 
Headteacher  

Dates for your Diary 
12th, 13th, 14th March - High School Musical            
Performances 

15th, 16th, 17th March - DofE Silver Practice 

21st March - Year 9 Progress Evening  

 

Next week will be  

Week B 

Pupil Absence Procedure 

Please click here for information regarding reporting a 
pupil absence. Thank you. 

Lunch Money/Parent Pay 

Please can we ask parents to check the balance of 
their child’s ParentPay account for school lunches; we 
are having a high number of students coming to the 
Office asking for a phone call home to parents to top 
up their lunch money. There is also a coin/cash         
machine where children can top up their accounts in 
the hall. 

Tutor Time Take-away 
This weeks' focus was on Uniform expectations & Lent 
and Ramadan. Please do ask your child about the   
topic and get them to explain to you what was        
discussed. 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/absence-procedure


Useful Links: 

• Term 2B 2024 .pdf (churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk) 
• PE | Church Stretton School 

How can you support? 
 

• Please help your son/daughter plan 
ahead of each PE lesson by ensuring they 
have the correct kit. You can see what sport 
they should have by using this Link which is 
also on the website. 

• If, for whatever reason, your son/
daughter cannot participate in PE, they 
must bring and wear PE kit anyway so they 
can help with a leadership role.  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Term%202B%202024%20.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/pe
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/Term%202B%202024%20.pdf


Useful Links: 

• PE | Church Stretton School 
• Curriculum Mapping Sport Stud-

ies.pdf (churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk) 
• BTEC Sport Knowledge Organisers | Church 

Stretton School 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/pe
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Curriculum%20Mapping%20Sport%20Studies.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Curriculum%20Mapping%20Sport%20Studies.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Curriculum%20Mapping%20Sport%20Studies.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/btec-sport-knowledge-organisers
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/btec-sport-knowledge-organisers


The Revision Revolution  

As we move towards ‘exam season’ we will be sharing a series of articles to inform you of the importance 
of revision and share with you some of the most effective revision strategies that you and your child can 
use as they prepare for their exams. There is a wealth of information about revision, how to manage     

exam stress, and the exam timetables for all Year groups on our website here.  
  

The Science of Learning  
In recent years, there has been lots of research around the science of learning and how we learn and    
retain information.  

In summary, what do we know about memory?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Forgetting is completely natural. Research has shown that over time you forget a majority of what 
you’ve learnt, and it happens immediately.   
Information, if not revisited, is ‘lost’ from our memory.  
Consistent practice and revisiting previous material strengthen memory and boosts learning.  
Our working memory is finite and limited and so overloading this or cramming for revision doesn’t 
work.  
 

Essentially, with memory, it’s use it or lose it!  
 

We know examinations place huge cognitive demands on pupils and require the retrieval of large 
bodies of knowledge from long-term memory.   
But, according to the cognitive psychologist, Dan Willingham, more progress has been made in 
our understanding of cognitive science in the last five years than in the previous two and half 
thousand years.   
 
That means, after lots of research, we now have an evidence-informed understanding of the most 
effective revision strategies. These strategies will strengthen memory and improve retrieval (very 
helpful in exams). 

 

 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision


 
 
 
 
 

  
 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In literary history, the name Wilfred Owen stands as a beacon of truth and compassion amidst the chaos of war. 

Owen's life and poetry continue to resonate with profound significance, offering poignant insights into the human 

experience of conflict. 

Wilfred Owen was born on March 18th, 1893, in Oswestry. From a young age, he exhibited a keen intellect and a 

deep sensitivity to the world around him. Despite his rural upbringing, Owen's poetic talents began to emerge    

early, foreshadowing the literary prowess that would later define his legacy. 

As a young man, Owen's life took a fateful turn with the outbreak of World War I. Enlisting in the army in 1915, he 

was thrust into the harrowing reality of trench warfare on the Western Front. It was amidst the brutality of the 

battlefield that Owen found his true calling as a poet, using his words to bear witness to the suffering and sacrifice 

of soldiers. 

Owen's poetry is characterized by its raw emotional power and unflinching portrayal of the horrors of war. In 

works such as "Dulce et Decorum Est" and "Anthem for Doomed Youth," he exposes the grim realities of trench 

warfare, vividly depicting the physical and psychological toll it exacts on young men. Through his keen observations 

and evocative imagery, Owen shattered the romanticized notions of war prevalent at the time, offering instead a 

searing critique of its senseless brutality. 

Tragically, Wilfred Owen's life was cut short on November 4th, 1918, just one week before the armistice that      

ended World War I. Yet, in his brief 25 years, he left behind a body of work that continues to resonate with readers 

around the world. His poetry serves as a powerful reminder of the human cost of war and the imperative of       

compassion in the face of suffering. 

As we reflect on Wilfred Owen's life and legacy, we not only honour his memory through the naming of a teaching 

group after him but also heed the timeless wisdom of his words. In an era marked by ongoing conflicts and social 

upheaval, Owen's poetry remains as relevant as ever, challenging us to confront the harsh realities of violence and 

injustice with empathy and understanding. In Oswestry, the town of his birth, and beyond, let us strive to keep his 

spirit alive, embracing the values of peace, compassion, and reconciliation for which he so passionately advocated. 







Student Achievements  

Esther, Eleanor, Evie, George and Phoebe organised a bake sale to raise money for Motor Neurone       

Disease Association. With the support of family and friends they raised an amazing £800. Well done to all 

involved! 

 

 

Well done to Myley and Wrenaya Griffiths –      

Sergeant who were nominated for a High Sheriff 

of Shropshire award for volunteering throughout 

the summer with the Ludlow Garden Help Project.  



 

This week in photos 





Careers News 








