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 THE LINK 

Dear parents & carers, 
 
Time is flying by as we reach the half way point in the 
academic year.  
 
It was lovely to see so many parents and carers at the 
second year 7 progress evening yesterday.  We hope that 
having direct conversations with your child's subject 
teachers provided you with useful information about   
progress and things to focus on in the remainder of the 
year. 
 
Well done to year 11 pupils who are showing a real       
commitment to their work in school as they prepare for 
their examinations in May.  Mr Bird, Assistant     
Headteacher has sent a letter to parents and carers of 
year 11 pupils with an invitation to an information         
session about effective revision (found here on the 
school website).  We hope that all are able to attend, 
with your child so that important information can be 
shared and any questions that you may have can be     
answered. 
 
With a heavy heart, we say goodbye to two colleagues 
today.  After 8 years working at Church Stretton School in 
posts of Cover Supervisor and in her current role of      
Examinations and Data Officer, we wish Ms Keeling the 
very best for the future as she leaves us for an exciting 
position outside of school settings.  Ms Keeling's fantastic 
work as Exams Officer in particular has impacted on     
every pupil as she ensured the smooth running of         
examinations, reassuring pupils so that they can focus on 
their assessments. She will be sorely missed by us 
all.  Leaving us temporarily is Miss Gibbs, Business and 
Operations Manager, who commences her maternity 
leave next week.  We will miss her very much during her 
absence but are so excited for her as she begins a new 
and exciting chapter in her life! 
 
Finally, we wish the year 9 pupils and accompanying staff 
a safe journey later today as they head off on their      
languages trip to Paris.  We are sure that they will have a 
fantastic time and enjoy putting their French speaking 
skills in to practice! 
 
May I remind you that pupils return to school after the 
half term break on Monday 19th February. 
 
Best wishes 
 
John Parr 
Headteacher 

When we return after Half 
Term it will be week A 

Lunch Money/Parent Pay 

Please can we ask parents to check the balance of 
their child’s ParentPay account for school lunches; we 
are having a high number of students coming to the 
Office asking for a phone call home to parents to top 
up their lunch money. There is also a coin/cash         
machine where children can top up their accounts in 
the hall. 

Certificate of Excellence  

Congratulations to our catering team who received a 
certificate of excellence in their recent allergen      
management audit.  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Parent-Carer%20information%20evening%20on%20effective%20revision.pdf


Attendance  

Please can we remind parents that our percentage target is 96% and attendance        
currently stands at 92% with 22% of students throughout the school missing 10% or 
more of school since September. Sometimes students are not well and therefore     
unable to attend school. The NHS has published some guidance below that may be 
useful when making a decision if your child is well enough to attend. 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/ 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my-child-too-ill-for-school/




Links 

Knowledge Organiser 

Tracker sheet 

Links 

Knowledge Organiser 

Tracker sheet 

Links 

Knowledge Organiser 

Tracker sheet 

How can you support? 
Below each unit description you will find links to 

useful resources that can be used to increase    
students’ knowledge and help them read around 

the subject. 
 

Don’t forget to look at our curriculum page which 

includes the Programme of Study and all our     

useful links and resources. 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/B1%20Cells.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/B1.1%20Cells%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/B2%20Health%20and%20Lifestyle.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/B2%201.0%20Health%20and%20Lifestyle%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SB1%20Biology%20Key%20Concepts%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Triple%20Science%20Biology.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SB1%20Key%20Concepts%20in%20Biology%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/science
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/science


Links 

Knowledge Organiser 

Tracker sheet 

GCSE Bitesize Link Links 

Knowledge Organiser  
Tracker sheet 

GCSE Bitesize Link 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SB3%20Genetics%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Triple%20Science%20Biology.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SB3%20Genetics%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyh9fcw
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SB7%20Animal%20Coordination%2C%20Control%20and%20Homeostasis.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SB7%20Animal%20Coordination%2C%20Control%20and%20Homeostasis%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z8rxk2p


Please can students collect lunch passes for their PE 

lunch time clubs from the PE office at the start of the 

week. Students can then show this pass to enter the 

queue on first  calling.  

A reminder that students who cannot take part in PE 

should always bring a note and their PE kit to take 

part in other roles. 

Sporting  

News 

PE timetable can 

be found 

 HERE 

Sporting Success  

Well done to Oliver Regan who over the last 3 weekends has been 

working hard and made  

unbelievable effort and is completely in charge of his swimming destiny.  

9 Personal Best times 

1x Bronze  

2x Silver 

1 x Gold  

And…. He bought home an overall Trophy. 3rd Top Boy for 13 year olds 

( 3rd fastest in the whole West Midlands).  

Shropshire County Schools 

Several students from Church Stretton school           
competed in the Shropshire County Schools event last 
Saturday.  

In the junior girls race year 8 and 9, all the students 
from CSS are in year 8.  

Meg Buckingham had a great race finishing in 6th, 
Sasha Davies 24th, Elin White 29th and Katy Preece 
31st - Well done girls.  

In the inter girls' year 10 and 9 Elsa Lovelock had a 
great race and finished in a fantastic 2nd place.  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/PE%20Timetable%20Term%202%202023.pdf


The Revision Revolution  

As we move towards ‘exam season’ we will be sharing a series of articles to inform you of the importance of      
revision and share with you some of the most effective revision strategies that you and your child can use as they 
prepare for their exams. There is a wealth of information about revision, how to manage exam stress, and the     
exam timetables for all Year groups on our website here. Our mantra is revise every day, in small, manageable 
bitesize sessions.  
  
The Science of Learning  
In recent years, there has been lots of research around the science of learning and how we learn and retain          
information.  
In summary, what do we know about memory?  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Forgetting is completely natural. Research has shown that over time you forget a majority of what you’ve 
learnt, and it happens immediately.   
Information, if not revisited, is ‘lost’ from our memory.  
Consistent practice and revisiting previous material strengthen memory and boosts learning.  
Our working memory is finite and limited and so overloading this or cramming for revision doesn’t work.  

              Essentially, with memory, it’s use it or lose it!  
We know examinations place huge cognitive demands on pupils and require the retrieval of large bodies of 
knowledge from long-term memory.   
But, according to the cognitive psychologist, Dan Willingham, more progress has been made in our          
understanding of cognitive science in the last five years than in the previous two and half thousand years.   

 
That means, after lots of research, we now have an evidence-informed understanding of the most effective 
revision strategies. These strategies will strengthen memory and       improve retrieval (very helpful in ex-
ams) 

Using a Revision Timetable  
 

Spaced practice involves spreading out your studying methods over time to get the most long-term retention. 
  

Why you should create and use a revision timetable.  
Imagine you decided to run a half-marathon in 6 months. What would you do to prepare for the race? Option A is 
to watch videos of past marathons for the first 5 and a half months and then run 15 hours a day during the last two 
weeks. Option B is to work out only legs for the first three months and then work out only arms for the final three 
months. Option C is to have a training schedule where you shift between running, working out arms and legs and 
you spread out your time over the entire preparation period.  
It’s very logical to assume that Option C is the best one. It is the same idea with our learning.  
Blocked revision (cramming) looks like this and doesn’t really need to be planned:  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Using a Revision Timetable  
Why?  
Spaced Practice is one of those concepts that sounds obvious but that in practice is sometimes ignored. Research 
has shown that you gain more benefit from studying a topic if you break that study over a period of time rather 
than cramming it all into the same amount of time in one go. So, when you’re planning your revision, you should 
aim to allow for several shorter sessions on a particular topic, spread over several days or weeks (the longer the 
better), rather than one long session where you ‘blitz’ that topic.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Interleaving goes hand in hand with the idea of spaced practice. Interleaving strengthens memory associations 
compared to blocking, which temporarily holds information in your short-term memory. It simply means switching 
topics or subjects you are studying so that you don’t spend too long on any one thing in a single sitting. Research 
suggests that this kind of interleaving approach is beneficial when we study and leads to better and deeper       
learning than trying to take in topics in big chunks. Having some sort of revision timetable will allow you to reap 
the benefits of this approach to studying. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
There are blank revision timetable templates for term time and holidays on the school revision webpage.   

https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TAWE310/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7B14FF39E6-81DD-4113-ACD2-0D99EB9BA0E0%7D&file=Revision-timetable.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/sites/TAWE310/_layouts/15/Doc.aspx?sourcedoc=%7BB8FD64AC-B283-4773-966C-7B2BFE7148C0%7D&file=Holiday%20Revision-timetable.docx&action=default&mobileredirect=true
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision


 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eglantyne Jebb: Save the Children founder     
reburied in Geneva   

In the realm of advocacy for children’s rights, there are few figures as iconic and impactful as Eglantyne Jebb. As 
we reflect on the values and principles that shape our community, it's important to recognize the profound         
contributions of individuals like Jebb, whose legacy continues to inspire and guide us.  

 

Eglantyne Jebb, born on August 25, 1876, in Ellesmere, was a visionary humanitarian and social reformer whose 
work laid the foundation for the modern understanding of children's rights. Her journey towards becoming a 
champion for children began with her deep empathy and commitment to addressing social injustices.  

 

One of Jebb's most notable achievements was the founding of the Save the Children Fund in 1919, in response to 
the devastating effects of World War I on children across Europe. Recognizing the urgent need for humanitarian 
aid, Jebb boldly asserted that children, regardless of nationality or circumstance, had rights that must be protected 
and upheld. Her pioneering efforts led to the establishment of one of the world's leading organizations dedicated 
to promoting children's rights, providing relief in times of crisis, and advocating for long-term systemic change.  

 

Central to Jebb's advocacy was the belief that every child deserves access to food, shelter, healthcare, education, 
and protection from harm. She tirelessly campaigned for the rights of children to be enshrined in international law, 
leading to the adoption of the Declaration of the Rights of the Child in 1924, a precursor to the United Nations 
Convention on the Rights of the Child.  

 

Jebb's commitment to social justice extended beyond her advocacy for children. She was actively involved in      
campaigns for women's suffrage, prison reform, and the abolition of the death penalty. Her holistic approach to 
humanitarianism underscored the interconnectedness of human rights and the importance of addressing systemic 
inequalities.  

 

Despite facing resistance and scepticism, Jebb remained steadfast in her convictions, driven by a profound sense of 
moral duty and compassion. Her legacy serves as a reminder of the power of individuals to effect positive change 
and the enduring significance of advocating for the rights and well-being of the most vulnerable members of         
society.  

 

In 1928, Eglantyne Jebb passed away, leaving behind a legacy that would continue to inspire generations to come. 
Recently, her remains were moved from her original resting place in Geneva to a more prestigious location in the 
city's St. Peter's Cathedral, marking a momentous occasion in the recognition of her contributions to humanity. Her 
reburial at the Cemetery of the Kings serves as a poignant reminder of her enduring impact and the reverence with 
which she is held by the global community.  

 

As we honour Eglantyne Jebb's legacy, let us also reflect on our own roles in upholding the principles of justice, 
equality, and compassion. Through acts of kindness in our local community, we each can make a difference in the 
lives of others. Let us draw inspiration from Jebb's example as we strive to create a more just and equitable world 
for all, knowing that the impact of our actions can resonate far beyond our own time and place.  

 

Eglantyne Jebb's legacy lives on as an enduring testament to the power of compassion and the belief that every 
child deserves a brighter, more hopeful future. It is for this reason we have chosen to carry forward her vision by 
naming one of teaching groups in her honour. 



 

This week in photos 











Music News 





Careers News 
 

 

 

Dear parents and carers. 

Next week is National Apprenticeship week which means that there are lots of events happening including virtual 
events that you could access at home. Here is a selection of apprenticeship themed events and resources that you 
might want to use. There are many more, so keep an eye out on your social media channels etc.  

Main local live event: 

The ‘All about apprenticeships’ annual event is happening at Shrewsbury Town Football ground on Tuesday 6th 
February from 2pm till 6pm. For more information and to book a place for one of the after-school timeslots please 
use this link. https://www.shropshireapprenticeships.co.uk/  
For parents: 

There are lots of sources of information out there. A good starting point is the Amazing Apprenticeships Parent 
pack.  

Latest edition here: Support for parents and guardians (apprenticeships.gov.uk) 
 

You could also look at some of the other resources on this site with your child using this link: 

Apprenticeship resources for schools, teachers, parents (amazingapprenticeships.com) 

I recommend the ‘My Story’ films. Or the arcade style learning games: Apprenticeship Arcade - Amazing               
Apprenticeships 

You might want to try an online apprenticeship fair. Look out for adverts on social media next week. This one looks 
interesting. You don’t have to be in a unifrog school to attend (Unifrog is a paid for careers platform that some 
schools use)  Unifrog Apprenticeships Fair (vfairs.com) 

For Students  

If you are in year 11 you might be starting to look for vacancies. There are a few really great local ones that have 
been advertised this week which are aimed at school leavers with a start date of September 2024. All year groups 
can learn more about this option here: Become an apprentice (apprenticeships.gov.uk) 
 

Tarmac (Bayston Hill) 

Apprentice Maintenance Engineering Technician tarmac/TP/111/5162 - Find an apprenticeship 
(findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 
Caterpillar  

Engineering Technician Apprenticeship Level 3 - Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 

Severn Trent 

Assistant Water Network Technician Apprentice (Level 3) - Find an apprenticeship 
(findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 

Apprentice Technical Operator- Water (Level 2) - Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 

Volvo Trucks 

Volvo Trucks Heavy Vehicle Service & Maintenance Technician Apprenticeship - Find an apprenticeship 
(findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 
Barratt Homes  

Apprentice Carpenter - Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk)  
Hays Travel (Shrewsbury) 

Apprentice Travel Consultant - Prestatyn - Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 

National Grid  

Electricity Distribution Advanced Apprenticeship - Find an apprenticeship (findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk) 

Expect to see more vacancies that are open to school leavers coming on in the next few months from childcare to 
business admin to dental nursing to agriculture to catering to legal administration to IT and many many more.  

https://www.shropshireapprenticeships.co.uk/
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/influencers/support-for-parents-and-guardians
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/apprenticeship-arcade/
https://amazingapprenticeships.com/apprenticeship-arcade/
https://unifrogapprenticeshipsfair.vfairs.com/
https://www.apprenticeships.gov.uk/apprentices
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000220292
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000220292
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000226506
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000226815
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000226815
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000226299
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000219940
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000219940
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000226205
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000222253
https://www.findapprenticeship.service.gov.uk/apprenticeship/1000222740









