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 THE LINK 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
It is hard to believe that one term has already been    
completed this academic year. So much has happened 
both in terms of lessons and learning along with            
additional experiences outside the classroom that it is 
not possible for me to list all events, but I am indebted to 
the hard work of our fantastic pupils and staff, who work 
so hard and contribute so much to our school                 
community. This spirit continued this week with pupils 
enjoying lunchtime music, provided by pupils and staff, 
expertly led by Ms Chapman, teacher of music whilst staff 
and pupils enjoyed a delicious Christmas lunch, provided 
by Caterlink catering team, assisted in serving by staff 
helpers.   
 
For year 11 pupils, their mock exams have now ended, 
but preparation for the final examinations continues.  
When pupils return in January, they will receive their 
grades from the mock exams in the form of a 'mock      
results' event.  In the meantime, along with enjoying a 
well deserved rest at Christmas, year 11 pupils should be 
re-visiting their notes and focusing on areas that they 
may have struggled with during the mock exams.  When 
we return to school in January there are only 16 school 
weeks until the summer exam series begins! 
 
As we draw the term to a close, may I remind you that 
school will be closed to students until Tuesday 09th      
January 2024, when we look forward to welcoming all 
back for the start of a new term. The importance of the 
highest levels of attendance, punctuality and having the 
correct equipment for lessons cannot be underestimated. 
I would like to thank parents and carers, for your           
unstinting support in ensuring that students will return 
prepared and ready for learning and in full school          
uniform.  
 
We wish you a restful and enjoyable Christmas holiday 
and look forward to seeing students again in the New 
Year! 
 
John Parr 
Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 
Tuesday 9th January - New Term Starts 

18th Jan - Year 11 Progress Evening 

22nd Jan - 26th Jan - Year 9 Foundation Exams 

1st Feb - Year 7 (Jebb, Darwin & Hazlitt) Progress   
Evening 

8th Feb - Year 7 (Owen & Wylie) Progress Evening 

When we return in the new 
year it will be  

Week B 

Tutor Time Take-away 
This weeks' focus was on Positive behaviour and       
mis-behaviour. Please do ask your child about the    
topic and get them to explain to you what was         
discussed. 

 

Merry Christmas  

 

 

 

From everyone at 
 Church Stretton School 



Links 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Tracker sheet 

Links 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Tracker sheet 

Links 

• Knowledge Organiser 

• Tracker sheet 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/C1%20Particles.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/C1%201.0%20Particles%20and%20their%20behaviour%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/C1%20Acids%20and%20Alkalis.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/C1%204.0%20Acids%20and%20alkalis%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/C2%20Metals%20and%20Acids.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/C2%203.0%20Metals%20and%20acids%20tracker%20sheet.pdf


Links 

• Knowledge Organiser  
• Tracker sheet  
• GCSE Bitesize Link   

Links 

• Knowledge Organiser  
• Tracker sheet 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SC5-7%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Triple%20Science%20Chemistry.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SC5%2C%20SC6%20%26%20SC7%20tracker%20sheet.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zgmpgdm/revision/2
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SC10-13%20Knowledge%20Organiser%20-%20Triple%20Science%20Chemistry.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/attachments/SC10%20%26%20SC11%20tracker%20sheet.pdf


Year 9 Foundation Examinations  

22nd to 26th January 2024  

  
The Foundation Examinations will take place w/b 22nd January which gives Year 9 a clear fortnight after the         
Christmas holidays before the exams start, this will ensure all students can see each of their subject teachers at 
least once before their exam. A launch assembly for the Foundation Examinations will be held with Year 9 on the 
morning of Tuesday 9th January, during which we will explain the importance of revision. The exams will allow you 
and your child to see where their strengths lie in the Foundation subjects as they begin to think about their GCSE 
pathways choices, this process will start later in the Spring term.   
  
The Foundation Examinations are an important indicator of progress made by students and although there will be 
preparation taking place in lessons, the expectation is that this is supplemented and supported with revision at 
home. Our Parent/Carers guide to effective revision can be found on the school website here, and it is full of ways 
that you can help your child to prepare for their exams. We have invested in an online revision tool called Seneca 
Learning; your child has the log in details for this. Please encourage them to use this along with the other sign   
posted revision resources on GO 4 Schools for each subject.   
  
During the revision assembly we will explain to Year 9 how to plan the use of their time and ensure that they can fit 
in sufficient revision for each subject. There is help, support and guidance on the school website here covering how 
to revise, how to deal with stress and useful links to documents such as the topics covered by the exams, a blank 
revision planner and the exams timetable.   

 
 

http://churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Parent-Carer%20guide%20to%20effective%20revision.pdf
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision




Year 7 Reading Habit Challenge – UPDATE! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lots of lovely Year 7 students completed the 21 Day Reading Habit Challenge and enjoyed 
some Christmas tunes and sweets today at lunchtime. And, Dr Wood, Head of School, picked 
out one lucky winner who won a big box of Haribo: Niamh Prosser!!! Well done Niamh, keep 
reading and don’t eat them all at once! 
Have a great Christmas everyone and enjoy a lovely festive time and some reading, of course! 
 
 
Mr Balmer 
Head of English 



Reminder 

A polite reminder that aerosols/

perfumes are not allowed on school site 

due to respiratory conditions. 

Thank you 

 



Please can students collect lunch passes for their PE 

lunch time clubs from the PE office at the start of the 

week. Students can then show this pass to enter the 

queue on first  calling.  

A reminder that students who cannot take part in PE 

should always bring a note and their PE kit to take 

part in other roles. 

Sporting  

News 

Next Term’s PE Timetable 



 

 
 
 

 

What are they?  
 

Loot boxes: a feature of online games where players pay to get unknown rewards, like items or         
modifications for their character. It’s similar to gambling, because most of the time you don’t know what 
you’re going to get before you pay. One example is FIFA player packs, where you buy a ‘pack’ of players, 
but don’t know who you’re going to get when you make the purchase.  
 

Skins betting: where people use ‘skins’ as betting currency (‘skins’ are extra items in online games that 
e.g., upgrade a weapon or character into a better one). You can earn real money if you win. People      
usually do this through specific websites that let you use skins to bet.  
 

What’s the problem?  
  

• Some children say they end up chasing a win with loot boxes, like gamblers do  
• Skins betting is a backdoor way for children to gamble underage  
• Gambling can be addictive, like drugs or alcohol, with a severe impact on emotional health and 

wellbeing  
• Teens have reported spending hundreds of pounds in a year on loot boxes, and losing skins worth 

thousands through gambling  
•  

3 steps you can take  
 
  

1. Make sure your child knows the risks  
  

Your child might not realise they could lose hundreds or thousands of pounds. They might not understand 
the risk of addiction or that, in general, it’s illegal to gamble when you’re under 18.  
 

Explain that websites which guarantee wins or have offers that seem too good to be true are using these 
as a way to entice you in. Ultimately, behind these promotions is a business looking to make money.  
 

Explain how loot boxes are also like gambling as you take a risk for the chance of a reward.  
Tell them they should report skins gambling websites to the Gambling Commission: https://
bit.ly/2JnBtm7  
 

2. Set limits on in-game spending to control how much your child can spend  
  
This will also help you stop them from spending loads of money without realising it.  
Please note: when following the instructions below, the exact steps you need to take may be a little dif-
ferent depending on the device and software version you’re using.  

 

https://bit.ly/2JnBtm7
https://bit.ly/2JnBtm7


On Xbox:   
• Go into your family settings and choose a child account  
• Select Privacy & online safety  
• Xbox Live privacy  
• View details & customise  
• Buy & download  
• Select ‘On’ in the ‘Ask a parent’ box  
 
 
To learn more about how to set up a family account with ‘child’ profiles for your children, see this page: 
https://bit.ly/2pnrPZI  
 

On Android devices:  
• Open the Play Store and go to your profile by tapping the profile icon in the top right  
• Select Settings  
• Select Authentication  
• Tap 'Require authentication for purchases'  
• Choose your preferred setting and follow the on-screen instructions   
 
 
On Apple devices:  
 

• Go into Settings  
• Select Screen Time  
• Tap Content and Privacy Restrictions (enter your passcode if asked)  
• Select iTunes and App Store Purchases  
• Choose a setting (for example, in app purchases) and set to ‘Don’t allow'  
 
 
On PlayStation:  
 

• Go to Settings > Parental Controls/Family Management > Family Management  
• Select the user you want to set a spending limit for  
• Select ‘Applications/Devices/Network Features’ under the ‘Parental Controls’ section  
• Select ‘Monthly Spending Limit’ and press X  
 
You’ll need to set up accounts for family members, with adult and child accounts, and make sure you and 
other adults have family manager or parent/guardian status. Read more about how to do this here: https://
bit.ly/2Wk3Jer  
 

3. Know the signs of problematic activity  
 
Look out for signs, like if your child:  
 

• Is short of money or has unexplained sources of money  
• Becomes secretive or starts lying  
• Loses interest in school and other hobbies, as well as in their health and appearance  
• Has mood swings if they’re not able to access games or devices  
• Speak to our school if you’re concerned about your child, and seek support from organisations like 

BigDeal (https://www.bigdeal.org.uk) and the Gambling Commission.  
  

Sources  
  

Use parental controls on your child’s iPhone, iPad and iPod touch, Apple  
Skin betting: children as young as 11 introduced to gambling, BBC News, 12 December 2017  
Research library, Gambling Commission  
Gambling and young people, Gambling Commission  
Gaming the system, Children’s Commissioner  
How to set parental controls and spending limits on PS4, PlayStation  
How to set parental controls on PS5 consoles, PlayStation  
Require kids to ask before buying from the Microsoft Store (Xbox), Microsoft  

https://bit.ly/2pnrPZI
https://bit.ly/2Wk3Jer
https://bit.ly/2Wk3Jer
https://www.bigdeal.org.uk/
https://support.apple.com/en-gb/HT201304
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-42311533
https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/news-action-and-statistics/Statistics-and-research/Levels-of-participation-and-problem-gambling/Research-library.aspx
https://www.gamblingcommission.gov.uk/public-and-players/guide/gambling-and-young-people
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/gaming-the-system/
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/get-help/help-library/my-account/parental-controls/ps4-parental-controls/
https://www.playstation.com/en-gb/support/account/ps5-parental-controls-spending-limits/
https://support.microsoft.com/en-us/account-billing/require-kids-to-ask-before-buying-from-the-microsoft-store-xbox-ffa7554b-8681-0080-9c78-47d02386ec79











