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 THE LINK 

Dear parents and carers,  

Welcome to another edition of the link.  

I will start with a note of congratulations to our year 11 
pupils for the way that they have conducted themselves 
during their mock exams.  These extremely important              
assessments not only give pupils more experience of   
exam practice, but also provide teachers and pupils with 
vital information about the areas that they need to work 
on, before the final exam series in May 2024. 

As a Shropshire 'Safer School', we recently welcomed Mr 
Bartlett who is Crime Prevention Officer for Shropshire 
Council for a review and to see whether we meet the 
standard to retain the accreditation.  Mr Longhurst,    
Assistant Headteacher has shared the outcome of the 
visit in this edition of The Link.  I am sure that you will be 
as happy as we are with the outcome! 

Finally, with the weather becoming colder, we have to 
think of potential for disruption caused by snowfall, so 
please look out for a letter to explain the procedure, 
should we have to close the school in the case of poor 
weather. Please do read it carefully as there is important 
information you will need to know as parents and carers. 
Worth pinning to the fridge!  With colder temperatures 
in mind, please send your child/ren to school with a    
suitable coat / scarf / gloves where possible.  Pupils do 
spend a proportion of the day outside, especially before 
school starts, break, lunch and of course when they leave 
the school building at the end of the day.  Thank you for 
your support with this. 

Best wishes for a lovely weekend 

 

John Parr 

Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 
27th Nov - 8th Dec - Year 11 Mock Exams  

14th Dec - Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Trip to       
Birmingham  

15th Dec - 23rd Dec - Ski Trip 

19th Dec - Christmas Lunch & Jumper Day 

20th Dec - Christmas Concert 7pm 

22nd Dec - Last day of term - Finish at 1.30pm 

Next Week will be  
Week A 

Lunch Money 

Please can you ensure that you top up your ParentPay 
account for school lunches. There is also a top up        
machine in the lunch hall where students can use coins 
or cash. 

Thank you.  

Tutor Time Take-away 
This weeks' focus was on Yi Peng. Please do ask your 
child about the topic and get them to explain to you 
what was discussed. 

 

Pupil Absence Procedure 

Please click here for information regarding reporting a 
pupil absence. Thank you. 

Children in Need 

Thank you to everyone 

who donated towards 

our Children in Need 

mufti day. With            

everyone's support we 

raised £445! 

Thank you! 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/absence-procedure


Safer Schools  

Safer Schools is a safety/security initiative,      
created and supported by West Mercia Police 
and Shropshire Council. Annually, the Police and 
Shropshire Council attend Safer School meetings 
at the majority of Shropshire schools. West   
Mercia Police and I recently attended a Safer 
School meeting at Church Stretton School. 

Assistant Headteacher, Mr Longhurst, Chaired 
the school’s meeting and I recognise the school 
for its excellent working as an accredited ‘Safer 
School’. The school was accredited a Safer 
School in 2022 and not only does the school 
comprehensively fulfil the Safer School criteria 
but in addition, the school is continually striving 
to improve. Since our last meeting and looking 
to the future, the school has implemented      
notable improvements with the focus on safety/
security. A really positive approach,  excellent 
work! 

During the meeting, the school was presented 
with an updated Safer School certificate and a 
future meeting is planned for 2024 –                
congratulations! 

 

Ian Bartlett 

Safer Schools 

Shropshire Council 



       This Week in Photos 

 

 



Please can students collect lunch passes for their PE 

lunch time clubs from the PE office at the start of the 

week. Students can then show this pass to enter the 

queue on first  calling.  

A reminder that students who cannot take part in PE 

should always bring a note and their PE kit to take 

part in other roles. 

Sporting  

News 



KS3 Design Technology 
at Church Stretton School 
 
 

KS3 Food Technology at 
Church Stretton School 
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Design Technology at Church 
Stretton School 

Food Preparation and Nutrition 
at Church Stretton School 
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The benefits of 

reading.pdf 

Finding reading 

materials for 

your child 

Finding reading 

materials for 

your child 

https://telfordeducation.sharepoint.com/sites/TAWE310/Shared%20Documents/Forms/AllItems.aspx?id=%2Fsites%2FTAWE310%2FShared%20Documents%2FStaff%20Resources%2FEnglish%2FShared%20Resources%2FReading%20for%20Pleasure%2FPiXL%20Reading%2FParents%2DCarers%2FThe%25
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Congratulations 

Congratulations to Myley and 

Wrenaya Griffiths -

Sergeant who have given 

over 125 hours of their time 

to the Shropshire hills and 

youth ranger projects and 

have both been awarded 

the  John Muir Conserver 

award. Well done both!  



Revision@Lunch  
 

The timetable for the Revision@Lunch sessions is shared daily with Year 11 on the screens in the hall and             

restaurant.   
 

We are mindful that examinations can be stressful occasions, and so the session hosted by Mrs Carr week            
concentrated on helping students master their nerves. It is important that we all help students to prepare for success 
by ensuring they are getting between 8 to 10 hours of sleep a night, eating a healthy meal, including breakfast, and 
that they take breaks from their revision to exercise and socialise. There is help, support and guidance on the school 

website here covering how to revise, how to deal with stress and useful links to documents such as the exam      
timetable. There is a Parent and Carers guide to revision on the school website here.  

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Parent-Carer%20guide%20to%20effective%20revision.pdf


You can make comments on any of the proposed changes and submit by Friday 19 January 2024 e-mail            

school-admissions@shropshire.gov.uk, contact the school directly, or write to: School Admissions, Shropshire 

Council, Shirehall, Abbey Foregate, Shrewsbury, SY2 6ND  

mailto:school-admissions@shropshire.gov.uk


here 

here 

haf.programme@shropshire.gov.uk  

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/early-years-education-and-learning/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/
https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/early-years-education-and-learning/holiday-activities-and-food-programme-haf/
mailto:haf.programme@shropshire.gov.uk




Keep your child safe on 

 
 
 
 

What are the risks?  

  
Bullying, particularly in group chats  
Seeing content of a sexual nature, or showing violence and hatred  
Settings that allow messages to disappear after 24 hours or 7 days. This could make 
it harder to track bullying, and your child might share things they wouldn’t otherwise 
because it’ll disappear  
Sharing their live location, particularly with people they don’t know in person  
Spam or hoax messages  
Being exposed to strangers through group chats  

  
WhatsApp says the minimum age to use it is 16, but younger children can still use it easily.  
  

6 steps to help your child use WhatsApp safely  

  

Keep their personal information and location private  
  
By default, WhatsApp shows profile photos, status and when you last used it to all users.  
Encourage your child to only share this information with their contacts, and be careful about who 
they talk to on the app, as anyone could pretend to be a child online.  
 
To check and change these settings:  
 
• On iPhones, open settings in WhatsApp (the cog icon), then Account > Privacy. Tap the    

setting you want to change, then choose who it should be visible to.  
• On Android, tap the 3 dots in the top-right of the home screen, then > Settings >     Ac-

count > Privacy. Tap the setting you want to change, then choose who it should be visible 
to.  

  
WhatsApp also has a feature that you can use to share your ‘live location’ with others. Tell your 
child to keep this turned off, or to only share their location with people they trust.  
 
To check this:  
 
• On an iPhone, go to phone Settings (the cog icon) > WhatsApp > Location, and tap to 

change if you need to.  
• On Android, go to privacy settings as above, then scroll down to ‘Live location’, and tap to 

change if you need to.  
 

 
 



Remind your child to be careful about what they share  
  
It’s easy to forward messages, photos and videos to others on WhatsApp. Even if your child sets 
a message to automatically disappear or deletes it after sharing it, the person they send it to 
could still screenshot it, forward it to someone else, or save it.  
So, before they share anything, tell them to ask themselves: “Would I want others to see what I’m 
about to send?”  
 

Remind your child they can leave group chats  
  
If they see something they’re not comfortable with in a group chat, or are in a chat with someone 
they don’t know and are uncomfortable with, they should leave the group. To do this:  
 
• On an iPhone, go into the group chat, tap the group subject, then > Exit group > Exit group.  
• On Android, go into the group chat, tap the group subject, then > Exit group > Exit.  

  

Make sure your child knows how to report and block people  
  

When they first receive a message from an unknown number, they'll have the option to report it.  
If someone in your child’s contacts is upsetting them or making them uncomfortable, they can 
report or block them at any point. (WhatsApp won’t tell the user they’ve been blocked/reported.) 
  
To do this:  
• On an iPhone, open settings in WhatsApp, go to Account > Privacy > Blocked > Add 

New…, then find the contact they want to block, and tap the contact.  
• On Android, tap the 3 dots icon, then Settings, then tap Account > Privacy > Blocked con-

tacts, tap the icon in the top right showing a person and a plus sign, search for the contact 
they want to block, then tap the contact to block them.  

•  
To report issues like offensive or abusive content or spam:  
 
• On an iPhone, open the chat with the user you want to report, tap the contact then then tap 

Report Contact > Report And Block.  
• On Android, open the chat with the user you want to report, then tap the 3 dots icon, then > 

More > Report.  
  

Encourage your child to watch out for spam and hoax messages  
  

These can appear to come from contacts, as well as people they don’t know. Tell your child to 
watch out for messages that:  
 
• Ask them to tap on a link, or specifically to click on a link to activate a new feature.  
• Ask them to share personal information like bank account details, date of birth or   pass-

words.  
• Ask them to forward the message.  
• Say they have to pay to use WhatsApp.  
• Have spelling or grammar errors.  

  

Tell our school about any bullying they experience  
  

Look for signs they may be being bullied, like being afraid or reluctant to go to school, feeling 
nervous, losing confidence or becoming distressed and withdrawn, or losing sleep.  



Church Stretton School Chrome book      

leasing programme   

 
 
 
 

  

The Chromebook leasing scheme was launched on Friday 10th November, which you will 
have received a letter and flyer about, which explain how the programme works, the       
specification of the Lenovo 300e Chromebook that is available for purchase or lease and 
details of how to order the device. The Lenovo 300e Chromebook’s are ordered through, 
and supplied by, Freedom Tech, which is a technology leasing company that provides     
students with access to the latest devices in a way that is cost effective. Should you have 
any questions about the device or how the purchase/leasing scheme works please contact 
Freedom Tech via email: tech4learners@freedomtech.co.uk or by phone: 02038575632.  

 

By joining this programme students will have a School ready device exclusively for their 
own use at home, with 3-year extended warranty, accidental damage, and theft insurance, 
both with £0 excess for a one-off payment of £448.65. Orders can be placed using the portal 
at www.tech4learners.co.uk, you can logon by providing your email address, the username: 
CSS23 and password: S3cure02! The portal is open now and the deadline for orders will be 
Saturday 10th December and the first direct debt payment will be taken on Sunday 25th    
December. We would expect delivery of the devices to be in early January.   
 
 
Joining the programme is optional, we are simply offering parents/carers the chance to    
purchase a ‘school ready’ device that we know would have all the necessary software      
installed, antivirus protection and security settings to keep students safe. There is no        
financial gain to Church Stretton School from this scheme and we have worked with several 
technology suppliers to negotiate the most favourable price. We understand that this cost 
may not be easily affordable which is why a leasing option is available via monthly direct 
debit payments over a range of payment terms in addition to the option of outright           
purchase, for example 31 monthly payments of £17.02. At the end of the leasing period, 
you will have full ownership of the device. Further details of the programme and the       
payment options available can be found on the portal at www.tech4learners.co.uk.  

mailto:tech4learners@freedomtech.co.uk
http://www.tech4learners.co.uk/
http://www.tech4learners.co.uk/





