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 THE LINK 

Dear Parents & Carers, 
 
Thank you to parents and carers of year 8 pupils for       
attending the second of the year 8 Progress Evening's 
which took place yesterday evening. We hope that       
discussion with your child's class teachers gave you the 
information you required about progress being made and 
next steps.  
 
This week has been national Anti-Bullying week, which 
has seen pupils in school spending time in their Tutor 
group exploring what constitutes bullying, types of       
bullying and how to report it in school.  This was           
supported by anti-bullying assemblies led by Mr Bird,   
Assistant Headteacher, during which two of our fabulous 
year 11 pupils, Summer and Rosie, spoke about the work 
that they have been doing alongside others to ensure 
that pupils in school are very clear about how to report 
harassment.  This has seen the pupils decide upon and 
create posters to be displayed around school and a rolling 
presentation on screens in the restaurant and hall at 
break/lunch time as reminders about what is / is not    
acceptable and how to report concerns.  Summer and 
Rosie, supported by Mr Longhurst, also explored online 
systems that could be used by pupils to report any       
concerns that they have around harassment /                
bullying.  Pupils decided that the system that they would 
like is the SHARP system.   SHARP  allows young people to 
report any incidents which occur within the school and 
local community anonymously and without fear. Aside 
from the reporting tool SHARP delivers educational      
content to raise awareness on a wide range of subjects 
including: Bullying, Health, Community Issues, Weapons 
and Hate Crime.  Thank you to Summer and Rosie for 
your excellent work to introduce these systems to our 
school so that pupils have a range of ways to report       
anything that they are worrying about.  A link to the 
SHARP system will be placed on the school website for 
pupils to use very soon.  Please look out for more         
information about this form Mr Longhurst, Designated 
Safeguarding Lead. 
 
For year 11, there is now just one week to go until their 
GCSE Mock Exams begin. Revision should be seriously 
under way by this point as these exams give the pupils 
and staff a clear understanding of what they know / don't 
know and therefore what targeted support is needed   
before the final exams in summer..... not far away! 
 
Enjoy the weekend 
John Parr 
Headteacher 

Dates for your Diary 
Tues 21st Nov - Years 7-11 Nasal Flu Vaccinations  

27th Nov - 8th Dec - Year 11 Mock Exams  

14th Dec - Year 10 Geography Fieldwork Trip to       
Birmingham  

15th Dec - 23rd Dec - Ski Trip 

 

Next Week will be  
Week A 

Tutor Time Take-away 
This weeks' focus was on Anti Bullying. Please do ask 
your child about the topic and get them to explain to 
you what was discussed. 

 

Safer Schools at Church 

Stretton School  

 

We were accredited with Safer schools status last 

year and our annual review is fast approaching. 

Please could you help us by completing a short form 

using the link below. The questions relate to 

the school site. Please click  here. 

Many thanks in advance 

Mr M Longhurst 
Assistant Headteacher 
Personal development,  
Behaviour & Attitudes 

https://forms.office.com/pages/responsepage.aspx?id=2s8TOK9SpUy44yMVeXcKugX3mupCRa9PhoF6ll4uQM1UOFpJSklDMjBRV0xIMUlGNDdQTUw5SzJWSy4u


PSCHE Overview in Years 7-11 September 2023-24   



Notes :   
All year groups have 2 lessons a fortnight.  
Careers updates and lessons provided by Mr Lowe (Careers co-ordinator) – some may be 
delivered by outside agencies and links to both the START and Skills Builder pro-

gramme  
FPE – Lesson directly linked to Faith, philosophy and ethics  



Revision@Lunch  
 

Year 11 will have had the opportunity to take part in several revision workshops during 
lunchtimes over the last week, which have introduced them to some of the different   
methods of revision. The students that took the time to attend these sessions all found them 
informative and are now planning to incorporate the techniques into their revision            
repertoire. There is another chance for those students who were unable to attend the         
sessions this week to do so next week. The timetable for the Revision@Lunch sessions can 
be found within this article and is shared daily with Year 11 on the screens in the hall and 

restaurant.   
  

We are mindful that examinations can be stressful occasions, and so the session hosted by 
Mrs Carr week concentrated on helping students master their nerves. It is important that we 
all help students to prepare for success by ensuring they are getting between 8 to 10 hours 
of sleep a night, eating a healthy meal, including breakfast, and that they take breaks from 
their revision to exercise and socialise. There is help, support and guidance on the school 

website here covering how to revise, how to deal with stress and useful links to documents 
such as the exam timetable. There is a Parent and Carers guide to revision on the school 

website here.  
 
 

http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/revision
http://www.churchstretton.shropshire.sch.uk/sites/default/files/Parent-Carer%20guide%20to%20effective%20revision.pdf


 







This Week in 

Photos 

 

 



Keep your child safe on Snapchat.  

  

What is Snapchat?  

Snapchat is an app for sending photos and videos (known as ‘Snaps’), and text messages. The ‘Stories’ 
feature lets users share photos or videos with all their contacts at once.  
  
Snaps disappear after being opened, usually within seconds. Stories disappear after 24 hours. Images and 
messages are not automatically saved on phones.  
  
The minimum age to use Snapchat is 13, but it is easy to sign up if you are younger.  
  

What is the problem?  
There is a risk of seeing sexual content, and of bullying.  
Your child’s location could be shared automatically with their contacts, which could put 
them in danger if they have strangers as ‘friends’ on the app. A new ‘Meet Up’ feature 
allows people to get directions to another user’s location if they are sharing their            
location.   
There is a risk of children being ‘groomed’ by strangers into sharing pictures and          
information about themselves. Gangs also use apps to groom and recruit children.  
 

4 steps to help your child use Snapchat safely.  

  
1. Tell your child to only use it with real friends  
Anyone could pretend to be a child or teenager online, so encourage your child not to talk to people they 
do not know in real life. Encourage them not to share information such as what school they go to or where 
they live with people, they do not know offline.  
 
2. Use privacy settings  
By default, only ‘friends’ your child has added on Snapchat can contact them directly and see their story 
or location, so encourage your child to keep those default settings.  
To check and change the settings:  

Tap the person icon in the top-left of Snapchat, then the cog in the top-right.  
Scroll down to the ‘Privacy Control’ section and tap the relevant options (e.g., ‘Contact 
Me’ and ‘View My Story’)  
Under ‘See My Location,’ enable ‘Ghost Map’ to turn location sharing off.  
Under ‘See Me In Quick Add’ you can stop your child’s profile from being suggested to 
strangers as a potential ‘friend’  
 

 
  



3. Talk to your child about image sharing and being careful about what they share  
Even though images disappear in Snapchat, they can be screenshotted and then shared – outside of the 
original sender’s control.  
So, remind your child to think carefully about the images they share, and with whom. Before they share 
anything, tell them to ask: “Would I be happy for other people to see this?”  
Make sure your child knows the risks of taking, sharing, or viewing naked or sexually explicit pictures of 
themselves or another child, either voluntarily or if asked to by someone else.   
This is known as ‘sharing nudes and semi-nudes’ or ‘sexting’ and is illegal, even when the person doing it 
is a child. It can also be distressing for a child to have their image shared more widely, or to see an          
inappropriate image that someone else has shared.  
 
4. Make sure your child knows how to use reporting and blocking functions  

To report a Snap or Story, press and hold on it, tap 'Report Snap', then explain the       
problem.  
To remove or block a friend, swipe to the right to go to the ‘Chat’ screen, then tap and 
hold on the person’s name. Tap ‘Manage Friendship,’ then choose ‘Remove Friend’ or 
‘Block.’  
 

What can I do about online bullying?  

Encourage your child to talk to you if someone says something upsetting or hurtful to 
them.  
Look for signs they may be being bullied, like being afraid or reluctant to go to school, 
feeling nervous, losing confidence, or becoming distressed and withdrawn, or losing 
sleep.  
Tell our school about any bullying your child experiences.  
 

There are also few ways you can save images and messages as evidence:  
Use another device to, quickly, take a photo of the image or message (this is the only way 
you can save the image without other people knowing)  
Tap on the message, quickly, to save it (other people will know from the grey            
background)  
Take a screenshot, quickly (the person who shared it will get a notification)  
Change your ‘delete’ settings to save messages for 24 hours – swipe to the right to go to 
the 'Chats' screen, tap and hold a friend's name, then 'Chat Settings' > 'Delete Chats...' > 
'24 Hours after Viewing’.  
 

What can I do if I think my child is being targeted by a gang?  
Share your concerns with our school immediately. You can also contact the NSPCC for advice – call 0808 
800 5000 or email help@nspcc.org.uk.  
Be alert to changes in your child – such as having new unexplained possessions, changing friendship 
groups, behaviour and mood changes, or unexplained injuries.  
 
 

Sources  
Sharing nudes and semi-nudes, NSPCC  
Snapchat Support, Snapchat  
Instagram biggest for child grooming online – NSPCC finds, BBC News  

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/sexting-sending-nudes/
https://support.snapchat.com/en-US
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-47410520


Church Stretton School Chrome book      
leasing programme   

 
 

  
 
 

  
The Chromebook leasing scheme was launched on Friday 10th November, which you will have received a 
letter and flyer about, which explain how the programme works, the specification of the Lenovo 300e 
Chromebook that is available for purchase or lease and details of how to order the device. The Lenovo 
300e Chromebook’s are ordered through, and supplied by, Freedom Tech, which is a technology leasing 
company that provides students with access to the latest devices in a way that is cost effective. Should you 
have any questions about the device or how the purchase/leasing scheme works please contact Freedom 
Tech via email: tech4learners@freedomtech.co.uk or by phone: 02038575632.  
 
 
By joining this programme students will have a School ready device exclusively for their own use at 
home, with 3-year extended warranty, accidental damage, and theft insurance, both with £0 excess for a 
one-off payment of £448.65. Orders can be placed using the portal at www.tech4learners.co.uk, you can 
logon by providing your email address, the username: CSS23 and password: S3cure02! The portal is open 
now and the deadline for orders will be Saturday 10th December and the first direct debt payment will be 
taken on Sunday 25th December. We would expect delivery of the devices to be in early January.   
 
 
Joining the programme is optional, we are simply offering parents/carers the chance to purchase a ‘school 
ready’ device that we know would have all the necessary software installed, antivirus protection and      
security settings to keep students safe. There is no financial gain to Church Stretton School from this 
scheme and we have worked with several technology suppliers to negotiate the most favourable price. We 
understand that this cost may not be easily affordable which is why a leasing option is available via 
monthly direct debit payments over a range of payment terms in addition to the option of outright           
purchase, for example 31 monthly payments of £17.02. At the end of the leasing period, you will have full 
ownership of the device. Further details of the programme and the payment options available can be found 
on the portal at www.tech4learners.co.uk.  

mailto:tech4learners@freedomtech.co.uk
http://www.tech4learners.co.uk/
http://www.tech4learners.co.uk/













